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WCC NATIVE PLANT CENTER KICKS OFF WILDFLOWER WEEK WITH PLANT SALE 

The Native Plant Center at Westchester Community College will begin its celebration of Wildflower Week (May 1-8) by offering plant lovers an opportunity to purchase any of more than 100 varieties of native wildflowers and woody plants at the annual Native Plant Sale on Saturday, May 1 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. The Center’s sale will be held, rain or shine, near Parking Lot #1 on the Valhalla campus located at 75 Grasslands Road. There will be tent coverage.  Admission is free. 

The Native Plant Center recommends that interested buyers come early, since the plants are usually sold within the first two hours of the sale.   

The Center will be selling hard-to-find and unusual northeastern native wildflowers, ferns, and shrubs as well as “Woodland Wonders” especially suited to our shady woods, such as wild ginger and bunchberry. Other tempting native varieties include deer resistant plants like summer-blooming butterfly weed, a Monarch Butterfly magnet, the bayberry shrub, (think bayberry candles), a special goldenrod, and “Snowbank” Boltonia, with hundreds of daisy-like flowers. Bird lovers will have to have the arrowood viburnum and columbine to feed their feathered friends.

Thanks to Native Plant Center member Barbara Fischer, fledgling gardeners at the Children’s Village in Dobbs Ferry potted over 100 ferns, then put them outside for the winter. The boys will bring the plants into the greenhouse soon to help them sprout and grow.  The plants will be available for sale at the event, and some of the boys have volunteered to help at the sale.

(more)

Other Wildflower Week events include a Native Plant Center Members Only trip to Ward Pound Ridge Reservation on Thursday, May 6, where experts Beth Herr and Brenda Bates will lead groups to special wildflower sites. On Saturday, May 8, a Center member will open up her native garden to the public from 9:30 – 5:30 in Hastings-on-Hudson. Her garden was recently featured in Native Plants, the magazine of the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center.  

For more information on these and other events, see The Native Plant Center’s web site at www.nativeplantcenter.org or phone 914-785-7870. 

The Native Plant Center at Westchester Community College is dedicated to educating people about the importance of wildflowers and native plants of the Northeast.  As the first national affiliate of the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center in Austin, Texas, The WCC Center is extending the educational and environmental concepts of the Texas Center to this region. It shares information on choosing, growing, and maintaining native plants.  The Center’s mission is to  educate people about the environmental necessity, economic value, and natural beauty of native plants in the Northeast.
The Lady Bird Johnson Demonstration Garden on the WCC campus in Valhalla contains native species which thrive in the Northeast.  There is no better way to learn about and understand these plants than by watching them grow, mature, flower and seed. In addition, The Center offers classes and lectures by native plant experts.


To quote Lady Bird Johnson, “Whatever its condition, the environment is, after all, a reflection of ourselves, our tastes, our aspirations, our successes, and our failures.”
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