To: Briarcliff Manor Village Board of Trustees
During the recent community walks on Village-owned land and parks sponsored by the Conservation Advisory Council (CAC), CAC members noticed that most of the plants we saw were non-native plants,* that is, plants not native to our area of the Northeast. Moreover, almost all of these non-natives were what we would call invasive**, plants that are so aggressive that, as they grow, they crowd out the native plants that belong there and are a distinct threat to biodiversity*** .

Most are what we call exotic or alien plants, some of which can still be purchased at local retail and commercial nurseries. So that we, as a village, do not contribute to the spread of exotic, invasive species, the members of the CAC propose that the Village Board of Trustees pass the resolution that appears on the following page. 
The list attached to the resolution is not intended to be a comprehensive list of invasive species; rather, it can be used as guide when purchasing plants.
Respectfully submitted,
Maryann Gallagher, Chair,

Committee: Brooke Beebe, John Mickel, Julie Auster, Emily Sack, Joel Motley, Julius Bleiweis, George McKeegan
Definitions from The National Park Service’s website WEEDS GONE WILD, www.nps.gov/plants/alien
*Organisms are considered non-native (alien, exotic, foreign, introduced, non-indigenous) when they occur artificially in locations beyond their known historical natural ranges. Non-native can refer to species brought in from other continents, regions, ecosystems and even other habitats. Species exotic to the U.S. include those transported from Europe, Asia, Africa, South America, Australia and other parts of the world. It also includes any species moved by people from one locality in the U.S. to a new one. 

**Growth Habit - Invasiveness. The most important aspect of an alien plant is how it responds to a new environment. An invasive species is one that displays rapid growth and spread, allowing it to establish over large areas. Free from the vast and complex array of natural controls present in their native lands, including herbivores, parasites, and diseases, exotic plants may experience rapid and unrestricted growth in new environments. Invasiveness is enhanced by features such as strong vegetative growth, abundant seed production, high seed germination rate, long-lived seeds, and rapid maturation to a sexually reproductive (seed-producing) stage.  Invasive plants reproduce rapidly, either vegetatively or by seed. Their phenomenal growth allows them to overwhelm and displace existing vegetation and form dense one-species stands. 

***Biodiversity. Biodiversity is, simply put, all life on earth, even that which has yet to be discovered. More specifically, it includes the millions* of diverse species, from bacteria to whales, that share the earth's lands and waters with us. Each year, many thousands of species are being extinguished as a result of human activities, such as habitat destruction and exotic species introductions. 

Suggested Invasive Plants Resolution

The Board of Trustees of the Village of Briarcliff Manor prohibits the planting of these twelve invasive plants on any village-owned property. We also recommend that the Village Planning Board be careful not to approve any landscaping plans that include these invasive plants.  
TREES*
Norway Maple and cultivars (Acer platanoides) 
Sycamore Maple (Acer pseudoplatanus)

Autumn Olive (Elaeagnus umbellata)
Russian Olive (Elaeagnus angustifolia)
Black Locust (Robinia pseudoacacia)
Tree of Heaven (Ailanthus altissima)

SHRUBS*
Japanese Barberry (Berberis thunbergii) 

Japanese Honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica)
Burning Bush, Winged Euonymus (Euonymus alatus)
Multiflora Rose (Rosa multiflora)
PERENNIALS AND VINES*
Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria)

Porcelain Berry (Ampleopsis brevipedunculata)
*Please note: These are specific plants that originated and evolved in other ecosystems. A Norway maple is NOT a New England sugar maple (Acer saccharum) and this resolution would not prohibit all maples, just the species noted.
Invasive Plant Sources and Resources:
Native Alternatives to Invasive Plants, published by Brooklyn Botanic Garden
A Growing Concern: Westchester County’s most INVASIVE Plants  Brochure at: http://blog.westchestergov.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1018&Itemid=1792  See  “Publications Available Online”, two-thirds of the way down the page, the last document in the list.
www.ipcnys.org/ -- Invasive Plant Council of New York State, 
www.nps.gov/plants/alien/pubs/midatlantic --  The National Park Service and US Fish and Wildlife Service publication Plant Invaders of Mid-Atlantic Natural Areas 
http://nbii-nin.ciesin.columbia.edu/ipane/  Invasive Plant Atlas of New England.
http://www.invasive.org/species/weeds.cfm  
www.nps.gov/plants/alien/
www.nature.org/initiatives/invasivespecies  (The Nature Conservancy)

http://www.nativeplantcenter.org/plant_pages/Plant%20Lists/PCA%20brochure.pdf – find brochure on alien plants

