August 25, 2005
To the editor:

I want to thank the state Department of Transportation for their wildflower gardens that bloomed earlier this summer along the Taconic Parkway in Northern Westchester.   

This is the second year that the garden was evident to those of us who travel along the roadway.  The good news is that the DOT is expanding their efforts and will be doing similar plantings in areas of Dutchess County/Poughkeepsie, Rockland County, and the Cross Westchester Expressway. 

I had originally planned to introduce a bill in Albany to earmark wildflowers for our roadways because of the reduction in cost of maintenance (no mowing needed), and to improve the overall quality of life for those who frequent the highways and byways.  Happily, the state transportation engineers took on this project after meeting in my office with The Native Plant Center at Westchester Community College, Teatown, local garden clubs, and other interested citizens.  Thanks to all of them, too, for making our roads more beautiful.  

So do keep an eye out, safely of course, next summer when more wildflower areas will be in bloom.

Sincerely,

Sandy Galef

Member of the Assembly 
914-941-1111
