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NATIVE PLANT CENTER WINS GARDEN AWARD FROM NINTH DISTRICT FEDERATED GARDEN CLUB

The Native Plant Center at Westchester Community College has been recognized by the Ninth District Federated Garden Club. The Native Plant Center’s Lady Bird Johnson Garden and the Stone Cottage Garden, both   located on the main campus at 75 Grasslands Road, were both recognized.  

“We are privileged to have the first national affiliate of the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center here in Westchester,” says Cynthia Sammis of White Plains, the member of the club who nominated the gardens for recognition.  “The two beautiful gardens have blossomed under the guidance of Native Plant Center Director Brooke Beebe (Briarcliff Manor resident). The two gardens and the Center’s informative lectures, plant sales, and various events get better and better every year.”

The local club, which includes members from Westchester, sections of Putnam, and New York City, presented the club’s “Garden Award” to Beebe at a recent luncheon at the Tarrytown Marriott. The criteria for the award required that the gardens be established for at least two years, look good in all four seasons, be part of a public landscape, and be landscaped beautifully to serve as a model for the public.  

The Native Plant Center is dedicated to educating people about the importance of wildflowers and native plants of the Northeast. As the first national affiliate of the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center in Austin, Texas, the Center is extending the educational and environmental concepts of the Texas Center to this region. It shares information on choosing, growing, and maintaining native plants. The Center’s mission is to educate people about the environmental necessity, economic value, and natural beauty of native plants in the Northeast.

The Lady Bird Johnson Demonstration Garden and the Stone Cottage Garden contain native species which thrive in the Northeast. There is no better way to learn about and understand these plants than by watching them grow, mature, flower and seed. In addition, The Center offers classes and lectures by native plant experts.


To quote Lady Bird Johnson, “Whatever its condition, the environment is, after all, a reflection of ourselves, our tastes, our aspirations, our successes, and our failures.”

For more information on Native Plant Center events, see their web site at www.nativeplantcenter.org or phone 914-606-7870. 
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